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DDDD    ear Family, 
Merry Christmas. By now, you have been rushing 

around trying to “spend less money” and “give more 
time”. I have talked to some of you who found it hard to 
figure out how to participate in the Advent Conspiracy. 
How do we change habits?  How will the people we 
give to react when we give less but want to spend 

more time with them?  Will our children be okay with receiving homemade 
cookies and needed clothing instead of an iPad?  Some have told me, “Just 
ask for an offering, not a lifestyle change.”  Some don’t have a lifestyle to 
change. You’ve been living on the edge with little income and wonder how 
you can be a part of the Advent Conspiracy. I love you all. The struggle tells 
me you and God are in conversation, and that you will decide what to do with 
the Advent Conspiracy and be at peace with that decision because you and 
God agree on what, if anything, you should give. I know of whole families 
that are praying about the decision. What a way to grow closer to our Father.  

Another thought at Christmas: Layne and the Junior High Ministry 
have been saying, “Merry Christ Mass”. They are right. Christmas is the 
shortened name for the Mass of Christ, which comes from the Catholic 
Church. The Mass is a worship service that centers on the communion 
service, whereas our worship service centers on preaching the Word. The 
point: Christmas is the worship of Christ; the whole Christ; the born Christ; 
the crucified Christ and the risen Christ. Christmas is a day of worship. Don’t 
have a “hole in your Christmas” by leaving the worship of Christ out.  

And another thought: the last thought for Christmas 2011 (ha, ha)…I 
love watching two movies this time of year: “A Christmas Carol” and “It’s a 
Wonderful Life”. I think of how the two writers see their main characters. For 
Dickens, it’s Scrooge and for Frank Capra, it’s George Bailey. Each 
character is confronted with the needs of others. Scrooge had the ability to 
meet the needs of others (Tiny Tim, etc.), but chose not to. George Baily had 
been meeting the needs of others, but did not realize how his life had helped 
others. Each is blessed with a second chance. One repents and gives, and 
the other repents and is blessed by those he had blessed. Each of these two 
main characters already possessed, in their hands, the ability to meet the 
needs of others. What is in your hand?  “This is how we know what love is: 
Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for 
our brothers.”  ~ 1 John 3:16 

Merry Christ Mass everyone! 

His child, 

Steve 
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FFFF    rom our family to yours, the GVBC staff  wants to wish all of  you a very blessed 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. May the 
presence of His Son fill your lives during the 

coming year and all the years to come. 
 

 God send you happy,  
God send you happy.  

We pray God send you 
a happy new year.  

 

“Song of the Old English Caroliers” 
 

Love from all of the GVBC Staff, 

DDDD    ear Church Family: 
As the New Year approaches, we are reminded how the seasons of  life bring 

change. One such change will be my resignation as Pastoral Intern of  Neighborhood 
Impact. As of  January 1, 2012, I will no longer be on staff  at GVBC. I assure you this was 
not an easy or rash decision as I care deeply for the people, ministries, and future of  
GVBC. I am stepping down for two reasons: not only do I believe pastoral ministry is not 
my calling, but also due to specif ic emotional circumstances in my life, this position is not 
a good fit for me.  

In terms of  my next steps, even though I am unsure what I will do vocationally, I will be searching for a 
job. Please also note, while I am leaving GVBC’s staff, I am not leaving GVBC. This is still my home 
church, my place of worship, community, service, and solace. 

I want to thank everyone for your love and support. You have given me immense measures of  
encouragement and hope. I especially thank those who have provided me with f inancial, emotional, and 
prayer support. 

In Christ, 

Paul Matsushima 
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This past Board meeting we welcomed our new incoming Board Members: 

Moderator David Cheng 
Members-at-Large Alina Lucas, Sharon Woo, and Rodney Tanaka. 

We also thanked our outgoing 

Members-at-Large Keiko Imatomi, Vivianne Butt, and Lauren Butt and myself as outgoing 
Moderator 

As always, we discussed the church’s financial position, looking at income and expenses. GVBC 

continues to be in sound financial condition thanks to God’s grace. Throughout my tenure on the 

Board, our congregation has been very generous with tithes and offerings. 

We are also thankful for our great f inancial leadership via the Finance Committee led by Treasurer 

Jim Kawashima and Assistant Treasurer Wes Harada. 

Other items discussed and voted on were: 

1) The transfer of membership of Pastor Eiji and his wife Emi. 

2) A new security gate to limit access to the walkway behind the church. 

3) Planning for Board duties during December and the new year. 

The out-going members were blessed with a special prayer at the end of our meeting. 

On a personal note, I am always amazed at God’s grace and how he can use me in His plan. This 

is my last Board report.  I have been on the Board for nine of the last ten years. First, as Deacon of 

Children’s Ministry, then as a Member-at-large, followed by Vice-Moderator and finally, these last 

three years, as Moderator. 

Much can change in 10 years. My oldest son was in middle school and now he is a college 

graduate working at a large corporation. I have changed, too. I thought being on the Board would 

have to do with running church programs, looking at reports and crunching numbers. It turned out 
to be so much more. The Board offers the perspective of seeing so many people living their lives 

for God and giving their all to serve Him. What a witness and blessing to me to see there are so 

many in our church who are willing to run the good race. 

In the end, I hope I can be counted among these who will one day hear God say to them, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant.”  Being on the Board has been an humbling, inspirational, spiritual 

journey for me. It wasn’t boring or tedious. It was an awesome time of seeing people give and God 

work. 

I want to thank all those Board members who I have served alongside. I would especially like to 

thank our leader, Pastor Steve, who works so hard to do God’s work here at GVBC.  And, I want to 

thank you, the congregation, for your support, encouragement and love. I definitely received more 

than I gave. What a wonderful blessing!  It’s been a blast! 

Thank you all and God bless you. 

Your brother in Christ, 

Paul S. Hirano, O.D. 

GVBC Moderator (for a few more days) 

DECEMBER BOARD REPORT: 

WELCOMING OUR INCOMING BOARD MEMBERS 

BY PAUL HIRANO, O.D., MODERATOR 
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Moderator Paul Hirano called the meeting to order 
around 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 13. 

Ron Matsuda opened the meeting with prayer and a 
devotional. 

Jim Kawashima gave a f inancial update for 2011. We are 
running a little behind on the projected income for 2011. 
However, expenses are being kept below the receipts. 

New Business: Election of Church Off icers and Board of 
Deacons. The following were voted in: 

Moderator: David Cheng 

Members-at -Large: Alina Lucas, Rodney Tanaka, and 
Sharon Woo. 

A vote by ballot was taken. 

Pastor Steve and Jim Kawashima talked about the 2012 
General Fund Budget of $1,388,378 and a projected 
revenue of  $1,377,000. This would be a def icit of 
$11,378. There were discussions. A vote by ballot was 
taken. 

Nehemiah 4 Update 

by Silvio Carrara, Campaign Chairperson 

I am pleased to report Nehemiah 4 (N4) is progressing well and is fully funding our monthly financial 
obligation. Below is a graph illustrating our monthly N4 income verses our monthly f inancial obligations. 
You can see we have maintained a solid direction and a good margin, monthly. 

This is due to your diligence in fulf illing your pledges and above all God’s blessing each and every one 
of  us with the ability to do so.  

Thank you and have a blessed Christmas. 

Silvio Carrara 

 

A ballot vote was also taken on changes to: 

Article XVI - Church Finances, Section 1 - Annual 
General Fund Budget:  This change would allow the 
core ministries to exceed their budget, with Board 
approval. This enables the Board to more effectively 
manage the budget. 

Article XIV - Meetings, Section 1 - Meetings:  This 
change would provide more f lexibility in scheduling the 
Annual Meeting and working around other  activities, i.e. 
Super Bowl Obento, Valentine's Day, etc. 

All of the above ballot issues were passed. 

Nichigo Pastor Eiji Osato then gave his testimony. 

Pastor Steve discussed the Health of GVBC and how 
God has continued to bless us. He also described some 
of  the events (Art of Marriage) and things (teaching the 
members of  GVBC to better manage their f inances) 
GVBC will focus on for 2012. 

Paul Hirano adjourned the meeting around 2:30 p.m. 

NOVEMBER ELECTION MEETING RESULTS 
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Our sincere condolences and prayers go out to: 
� Toshiko Kiyoi and family in the passing of her husband, Jack. The viewing 

and funeral service will be at the Kubota Mortuary this Saturday, Dec. 17, 
10 a.m. — Noon. Officiating Minister is f rom W.L.A. United Methodist 
Church. 

Letters to our family 
� Dear GVBC Family, We appreciate your thoughts and prayers, The 

beautiful f loral arrangement was such a blessing [the passing of  Robert 
Juichi Minatoya — Joanne Yoshida’s father]. Mabel, Denise, & John 
Minatoya and Joanne, Tiffany, Katie, & Jaime Yoshida 

FAMILY NEWS 

Philip & Corenne Smith, Hope Unlimited for 

Children, Brazil 

Greeting f rom the Smiths in Brazil!  The end of  2011 is 
in sight. Instead of closing campuses, we f ind 
ourselves on the cusp of some of the most exciting 
days in the history of Hope Unlimited. You have all 
been big part of this. Here are the highlights of the 
year. 

Campinas: The Campinas city government requested 
we operate another preschool with all expenses fully 
covered by the city. This facility will be inaugurated in 
March 2012 and bring the total of children in our daily 
care to 1,300. This will bring more venues of working 
within the slum community surrounding the City of  
Youth. 

Vitoria: The big news for us this year was the request 
f rom the Governor of  Espirto Santo state, where the 
Hope Mountain Ministry is located, that we develop a 
new model to replace the terrible children’s prisons. 
This new, faith-based initiative will be fully funded by 
the state. These children’s prisons are absolutely 
hellholes where no human being, certainly not a child, 
should ever be conf ined. In the prison across the 
valley f rom Hope Mountain, two children every month, 
on average, are murdered inside the walls of  the 
prison. In partnership with Prison Fellowship 
International’s Brazilian aff iliate, we developed a 
proposal which is now on the Governor’s desk. In the 
meantime, as an inducement for us to stay, the state 
provided nearly full funding for the Hope Mountain 
campus. 

The Graduates: Although 85% of  our graduates are 
meaningfully employed, in stable living situations, and 
in church, this does not tell our graduates’ story. The 
real story is the impact these young adults are having 
beyond the walls of  Hope. I wish every one of  you 
could join us for an evening worship service at our 
Graduate Church and encounter the Hope alumni. It is 

MISSION FIELD 

amazing to see how many of  these former street 
children are married and raising Godly children whose 
lives are so extraordinarily different in just one 
generation. Every time I hug a little boy or bounce a 
giggling girl on my knee, members of  the second 
generation, I know we are doing the work of  God. 
Perhaps even more remarkable is the ripple effect we 
see in the lives of  our graduates. These young men 
and women truly have God’s heart for the world — 
and equally important, know they are His hands and 
feet. It is truly humbling to see our graduates use their 
own time and money to minister to a community 
desperately in need of  the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

Brazilian Matching: This is the most important 
development as we approach you with regard to year-
end giving: every dollar given in the United States is 
matched three-to-one in Brazil. When we receive a 
gif t, those funds are multiplied by Brazilian support at 
a 1:3 ration. Last year Hope’s U.S. office sent one 
million dollars to Brazil, while Hope in Brazil spent 
three million dollars on programs with the Good News 
of  Jesus Christ at the heart. 

Conclusion: 2011 has demonstrated the hand of  God 
at work. We cannot thank you enough for helping to 
get us this far. Corenne and I have to worry about not 
only our own support, but sustaining the f inancial 
needs of  the whole ministry in Brazil, supporting 130 
full-time staff members of the Hope ministry there. So, 
in this crucial month, our prayer request is that you 
join us in praying Hope ministry achieves or even 
exceeds its year-end f inancial goals so we can walk 
boldly through those doors of  ministry opportunity the 
Lord seems to be opening for us in 2012. We are 
inches f rom the launch point of this exciting new 
venture in Vitoria and cannot afford to falter now. And, 
as we bless others in this season of giving, our prayer 
is we ourselves will experience blessings in even 
greater measure. In His Hope, Philip & Corenne 
Smith, for the entire Hope family in Brazil 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 

EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in 
the subject line]. You can also contact 
event leaders directly. 

WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

� Men’s Breakfast 

Saturday, December 17, 8:00 am, Room 113. 
Join the men of GVC, once a month, for a 6-part 
video teaching series “Not  Fan. Completely. 
Committed. Follower..”  For information email 
Dave Uratsu at: dturatsu@al.com. See flyer on 
the Narthex counter for more information. 

� Office closed Monday, December 26 and 

Tuesday, December 27 

~~~~2012 ~~~~ 

� Come Forward Communion & Prayer Service 
Sunday, January 1, New Year’s Day both 
worship services 

� Office closed Monday, January 2 

� Installation of New Board Officers 
Sunday, January 8 both worship services. 

� Super Bowl Obento 

Sunday, February 5 

� Children’s Winter Camp (1st thru 5th grade) 

Friday, February 10 to Sunday, February 12 

� Annual Business Meeting & Potluck 
Sunday, February 19, 5:00 — 7:00 p.m., 
Community Hall 

WANTED: 2012 Prayer and   
Office Volunteers 

Sign up to volunteer for: 
1) Pray for our Pastoral Staff — receive monthly 

prayer requests f rom our pastors. 
2) Prayer Chain (by email or phone) — receive 

emergency requests and pray for them. 
3) Help in the Off ice — Tuesday mornings during 

staff meetings — answer phones and 
sometimes light office work 

Please see the f lyer/signup on the Narthex counter 
for details. Commitment is for one year, January 1 
to December 31, 2012. 

City of Gardena Food Pantry 
 
We’re collecting for the Food Pantry 
through the month of  December. 
Please place your items in the large, 
brown boxes in the Narthex. 

Remember to check the expiration dates on all 
food items. 
A list of needed items is on the Narthex counter. 
Thanks you for your faithfulness to our 
community. 

180 High School Friday Night Series 
7:00 — 9:00 p.m. 

Room 220 
 
December 16 — NO MEETING (Biola Graduation) 
December 23 — Christmas Party (bring a white elephant 

gif t) 
December 30 — NO MEETING 
December 31, Saturday — Youth New Year's Eve Party — 

10:00 p.m. — 12:00 midnight. 
Come join us to ring in the New 
Year! 

 
Contact Daniel Matsuda, ext. 681,email: daniel@gvbc.net 

College-age Ministry (18-22 yrs. Old) 
 
Worship gatherings — Sunday nights 5:00 — 7:00 p.m., 

Room 218 (NOTE room change) 
 
Currently going through the gospel of Mark - series entitled 
"This Changes Everything" 
 
December 18 – EPIC Christmas Party [5:00 p.m.] location 

TBA 
December 25 – NO REGULAR MEETING. 
 
Need more info?  Contact Chris Koga at chris@gvbc.net or 
check out our blog at http://gvbcepic.blogspot.com/ 

Holiday Greenhouse Junior High Events 
Friday Night Events at 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. Room 218 

 
December 16 — TBD 
December 23 — Greenhouse Christmas Party — Don't 

forget your "white elephant" gift! 
December 30 — NO GREENHOUSE MEETING 
December 31, Saturday — Youth New Year's Eve Party — 

10:00 p.m. — 12:00 midnight. 
Come join us to ring in the New 
Year! 

 
Contact Layne Wakuta, ext. 684, email: layne@gvbc.net 

KidZone Friday Night Events 
7:00 — 8:30 p.m. (unless otherwise specified) 

Community Hall  
First thru Fifth Grade 

 
December 16 — KidZone Christmas Party 
December 23 — NO KIDZONE, Christmas Holiday 
December 30 — NO KIDZONE, New Year's Holiday 
 
Contact Susan Wakuta, ext. 689,email: susan@gvbc.net 
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The Spirit is copyrighted © 2011 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, (310)323-5683, FAX: (310)768-2783, 
Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-5683, Editor: Susan J. Shelley, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 9:00am—5:00pm, 

Nichigo Website: www.gvbc.info. The Spirit is published twice a month to keep members and friends informed of programs of the church and to report news about GVBC 
and its people. Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to editing and/or postponement. 

Issue 1 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, January 11, 2012. 
Hard copies will be available in the Narthex and Community Hall. All 
articles should be submitted by Sunday, January 8. 

Christmas Day 

Baptism Services 

Sunday, December 25 
Both services in the Sanctuary 

8:45 am 
10:45 am 

Christmas Eve 

Saturday, December 24 
Community Hall 

6:00 pm Family Service 
11:00 pm Candlelight Service 

 

 
Important End-of-year Tax Deductions & 2012 Offering Envelopes 

2011 Tax Deductions 

To receive tax credit for 2011, all donations must be postmarked by  December 31, 2011 or dropped off at th e church 
office by midnight on Saturday, December 31. 

Any questions contact Wendy Nakano, ext. 672 or email her at: wendy@gvbc.net. 

2011 Offering Envelopes 

Please save us postage by  remembering to pick up your numbered offering envelopes. If you do not have a numbered 
box and would like one, please print your name and phone number on th e pad provided, or call Wendy in the office, ext. 
672 or email her at: wendy@gvbc.net. Your envelope box will be available for pick up in th e back of th e Community Hall 
this Sunday, December 18. 

2011 Angels Breakfast Christmas Celebration2011 Angels Breakfast Christmas Celebration2011 Angels Breakfast Christmas Celebration2011 Angels Breakfast Christmas Celebration    

“The Christmas Story” 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped with this year’s Angels Breakfast!  On Saturday, December 10, 173 kids, 
parents, grandparents, and visitors came to celebrate Jesus’ birth with a yummy breakfast, interactive 
Christmas story games and activities, and the telling of the Christmas Story with a special story-time pillow. 

The focus of this year’s story started with creation and how sin entered the world, then moving to Christmas, 
Jesus giving His life for us, and how He lives inside our heart. Yes, all this in a story-time pillow!  So, again 
thank you to everyone who helped make Angels Breakfast a fun-f illed time where families could celebrate. 

Thank You! 

Joyfully in the Lord, 
Linda Matsuda 
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Andrew Sunada, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

�Nichigo  Japanese-speaking Service @ 10:45am Rm 201 
 

Sunday, December 18 ~ 4th Sunday of Advent 
Both in Community Hall 

[Bring your Advent Conspiracy Boxes] 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Christmas without Costly Love 

 

Saturday, December 24/Christmas Eve Services 
Both in Community Hall 

6:00pm Family Service & 11:00pm Candlelight Service 
 

Sunday, December 25/Christmas Day Services 
Both in Sanctuary 
Baptism Services 

 

Sunday, January 1, 2012/New Year’s Day Services 
Both in Sanctuary 

Come Forward Communion and Prayer Services  
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 


